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Region Review 2009-10   

 

Exec utive Summary 

The 2009/ 10 season was the sec ond  in Cric ket Austra lia ’ s 5-year stra teg ic  p lan to grow the game and  

make Cric ket Austra lia ’ s Favourite Sport by inc reasing partic ipa tion na tiona lly by 20% (5%pa) in a ll 

sta tes and  assoc ia tions, junior and  senior through to 2012/ 13. 

Rec ruitment and  retention a re key stra teg ies to inc reasing partic ipa tion and  Cric ket NSW Newc astle-

Centra l Coast offic e set about engaging c lubs through a  series of p re-season p resenta tions asking 

them c onsider ways they c ould  p rovide a  p rofessiona lly organised  c lub  with qua lity administra tion,  a  

positive lea rning experienc e, va lue for money, opportunity, grea t fac ilities and  an enjoyab le c ric ket 

experienc e for their members, volunteers and  families tha t will reta in their pa rtic ipa tion & involvement 

in the game to ensure the c lub ’s long-term future. 

Junior Clubs were enc ouraged  to foc us on Mum’s as their ‘ ta rget’  market and  put their energ ies into 

p resenting their c lub  and  the game in the most appea ling manner to a ttrac t and  reta in partic ipants 

while Junior and  Senior Assoc ia tions were asked  to review their c ompetition formats to ensure they 

were meeting c ommunity expec ta tions.     

To support c lubs p resenting themselves in a  p rofessiona l manner, Cric ket NSW provided  a  range of 

initia tives deta iled  in this report inc lud ing rec ruitment and  retention assistanc e, volunteer educ a tion 

and  tra ining, administra tion and  fundra ising opportunities. Support was genera lly very good  with p ro-

ac tive and  organised  c lub  volunteers lead ing the way.  

The outc omes from 2009/ 10 were p romising with ind ic a tions tha t c lubs who supported  the initia tives 

c ontinued  to grow. Partic ipa tion grew signific antly ac ross the reg ion last season a lthough a  g lanc e a t 

rec ent history suggests tha t while c lubs rec ruit very well, a  number of p layers leave our game eac h 

season. If we a re c ommitted  to growing the game, efforts must be emp loyed  to maximise p layer and  

volunteer retention.  

Thanks a re extended  to a ll assoc ia tions, c lubs and  volunteers for their dedic a ted  efforts throughout the 

season espec ia lly to those peop le who assisted  in the ‘ roll-out’  and  support of Cric ket NSW ac tivities in 

the region.   

There’s p lenty of c ha llenges for the season ahead whic h will require 100% ‘buy-in’  from c lubs and  

assoc ia tions as Cric ket NSW c ontinues to support the Newc astle region in “ Lead ing Austra lia ’ s 

Favourite Sport” .  

 

Neil Mc Dona ld  
Regiona l Cric ket Manager, Newc astle-Centra l Coast 
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Newcastle-Centra l Coast Region    

 

The following report is p resented  to members of Newc astle Cric ket Zone, a ffilia ted  c lubs and  

volunteers. It p rovides a  summary of c ric ket p rojec ts and  stra teg ies imp lemented  by Cric ket NSW in the 

reg ion and  subsequent outc omes from the 2009-10 season. 

Regiona l Cric ket Managers perform a  range of duties as part of the Country Cric ket Department. The 

Newc astle-Centra l Coast Regiona l offic e serves two NSW Country Cric ket Zones, Newc astle and  

Centra l Coast, c omprising three senior assoc ia tions, two junior c ric ket assoc ia tions, three ump ire 

assoc ia tions and  five Loc a l Government Authorities.  

Eac h season work-p lans a re initia ted  to develop  and  grow the game in the reg ion ac ross sc hools, 

c lubs and  assoc ia tions through rec ruitment & retention stra teg ies, c ric ket events & p romotions and  

educ a tion & tra ining. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The c ombined  Newc astle-Centra l Coast a rea  supports 202 c lubs, 692 teams, 25 in2CRICKET Centres, 

262 sc hools, more than 16,000 c ric ket partic ipants ac ross sc hool and  c lub  c ompetitions a long with 

thousands of volunteers.   
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COMMUNITY CRICKET -  Rec ruitment 

 

Rec ruitment stra teg ies ac ross the Newc astle reg ion inc luded  sc hool visits ta rgeting Milo in2CRICKET 

c entres, med ia  advertising and  p re-p rinted  flyers and  posters p repared  for c lubs and  sc hool visits tha t 

p romoted  p layc ric ket.c om, Cric ket NSW c lub  da tabase c onta ining reg istra tion deta ils for junior and 

senior c lubs. 

A key element to the sc hool visits is p rovid ing students with a  flyer promoting loc a l c lub  reg istra tion 

days and  it’ s p leasing to report tha t the ma jority of c lubs supported  this initia tive by p rovid ing deta ils 

during early August. Cric ket NSW visited  a lmost 10,000 students during the rec ruitment period  however 

this is a  rela tively sma ll perc entage of the student popula tion and  c lubs a re to be c ongra tula ted  on 

emp loying their own rec ruitment stra teg ies to a ttrac t p layers and  p romote the game.  

 
Milo in2CRICKET – No.1 Priority National Partic ipation Strategy 

 

Milo in2CRICKET is Cric ket Austra lia ’ s Na tiona l Junior Development Program for 

boys and  g irls 5-10 years of age and  is the first step  in a  c hild ’ s long-term 

involvement in the game. The p rogram provides a  two tiered  struc ture: Have-

A-Go foc using on the partic ipant’ s ac tive fun and  shared  enjoyment of c ric ket 

and  Have-A-Game, a  p rogram designed  to build  partic ipant skills and  passion 

for c ric ket, where junior p layers mimic  their elite heroes of the game.  It is well 

estab lished  tha t c lubs running the p rogram have better p layer retention and 

skill-development into U9 and  U10 teams than c lubs not running the p rogram. 

The ma in a ims of the p rogram are:- 

 To p rovide a  non-c ompetitive environment where youngsters c an develop  their c ric ket skills. 

 To p rovide maximum involvement and  have lo ts of fun  

 To link young c ric keters to their loc a l junior c ric ket c lub  

 To enc ourage more parents to bec ome ac tively involved  in the game 

Investment and  c ommitment to the p rogram ac ross Austra lia  is absolute with 

suc c ess measured  through agreed  ownership and  p riority by stakeholders, 

c ompulsory Introduc tion to Coac hing Ac c red ita tion, mandatory p rograms run 

by a ll c lubs with on-line registra tion and  payment op tions easing the burden on volunteers. Just over 

ha lf of Newc astle junior c lubs c onduc ted  the p rogram in 2009/ 10 with a  tota l of 510 partic ipants 

reg istered , a  90% inc rease on the p revious season. Thank you to a ll c oord ina tors and  volunteers 

involved  in the p rogram for their ded ic a ted  efforts and  I trust you will be rewarded  by reta ining the 

ma jority of in2CRICKET p layers into your c lub ’s junior c ric ket teams in future years. Demand for Milo 

in2CRICKET outstrips supp ly in Newc astle and  there is p lenty of sc ope to inc rease the number of 

c entres and  partic ipants in 2010/ 11 with c lubs not c urrently running a  p rogram to bec ome involved . 
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Milo in2CRICKET School Visits Targeting Years K-2 

 

The No.1 p riority of ta rgeted  sc hool visits in 2009/ 10 was the p romotion of Milo in2CRICKET and  loc a l 

Club  Centres c onduc ting the weekly p re-c ompetition p rogram. Cric ket Promotion Offic ers a ttended  

sc hools identified  by loc a l c lubs to c onduc t p rac tic a l skill sessions for students in Years K-2 and  

d istributing registra tion flyers and  p romotiona l showbags. 

 

Milo in2CRICKET Census Data 

 

Following a re a  series of graphs p rovid ing a  snapshot of in2CRICKET partic ipa tion both reg iona lly and 

ac ross the sta te. There is more to be done, partic ula rly in Newc astle where demand outstrips c entre 

ava ilab ility and  it is hoped tha t c lubs not c urrently running an in2CRICKET program will take the first 

step  in sec uring their future. For more information on the Milo in2CRICKET program go to  

www.c ric ketnsw.c om.au/ get involved . 
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in2CRICKET CENSUS DATA  2009-10:  
Number Participants per Region
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Signific ant growth in Milo in2CRICKET c entres and  partic ipants was rec orded  ac ross the region in 2009/ 10…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Visits Targeting Years 3-6 

 

While ta rgeted  sc hool visits c onc entra ted  on students in years K-2 rec ruiting for the Milo in2CRICKET 

program, visits were a lso c onduc ted  for students in years 3-6 to assist junior c lub  rec ruitment. Students 

were involved  in p rac tic a l c ric ket sessions and  p rovided  with c lub  rec ruitment information, NSW 

promotiona l items while teac hers rec eived  informa l tra ining and  lesson p lans for future use.  

There is no doub t tha t Cric ket NSW free sc hool visits a re well-rec eived  by both students and  teac hing 

sta ff however c oord ina ting bookings to suit c lub  rec ruitment c an p rove d iffic ult without adequate 

notic e to sc hools and  there a re many c ompeting sports and  a  full c urric ulum to work a round . The 

rec ruitment ‘window of opportunity’  is very narrow a t best and  its effec tiveness c an only be maximised  

by the c ombina tion of early supp ly of c lub  registra tion deta ils and  sc heduling of sc hool visits.  

In 2010/ 11 the onus will fa ll on c lubs to enter their reg istra tion deta ils into the na tiona l MyCric ket c lub-

finder da tabase as Cric ket NSW p layc ric ket.c om is ‘ retired ’ .     

 
Female Partic ipation 

 

Three Cric Hit girls development p rograms were c onduc ted  in 2009-10 in Newc astle with 

44 partic ipants reg istered . The p rogram, whic h fits between in2CRICKET and  junior c lub 

c ompetition will be re-b randed for the 2010/ 11 season to be known as Boys Free Zone. 

The p rogram c an be expanded in both reg ions through sound  p romotion, stra teg ic  

loc a tion and  the sourc ing of key-volunteers to ac t as p rogram c oord ina tors. A number of 

g irls a lso c ompeted  in junior c lub  c ric ket c ompetitions (31 Centra l Coast; 109 Newc astle) during the 

season p laying in mixed  teams.  
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The inaugura l 6-team a ll-fema le Twilight Twenty/ 20 for U13’s c onduc ted  by Newc astle Juniors on a  

Friday a fternoon was a  resound ing suc c ess. Coloured c lothing and  p ink c ric ket ba lls fea tured  in the 

weekly games however the support of the assoc ia tion, partic ipa ting c lubs and  volunteer parents was 

p ivota l to the c ompetition’s suc c ess. Cric ket NSW Girls Partic ipa tion Manager and  WNCL p layer Aimee 

Harris a ttended  the Fina l and  was impressed  with the support and  c ommitment from the p layers and  

parents to the c onc ep t. 

The suc c ess of this ‘p ilot’  p rogram will hopefully grow the popula rity of c ric ket for g irls in Newc astle and  

possib ly be rep lic a ted  a t a  Centra l Coast venue during the c oming summer. 

 

COMMUNITY CRICKET -  Retention 

 
Hughes-Perry Retention Letter 

 

Onc e aga in the Phil Hughes-Ellyse Perry retention letter ma il-out was offered  to assoc ia tions p rovid ing 

a  saving of time and  expense for c lub  administra tors c ontac ting p layers from the p revious season. The 

letter linked  p layers to p layc ric ket.c om where they c ould  loc a te c lub  reg istra tion informa tion.  

 
ASC - Ac tive After School Communities 

 
Cric ket NSW worked  c losely with the Austra lian Sports Commission to deliver c ric ket ac tivity p rograms 

in its Ac tive After Sc hool Care p rograms involving members from c lubs as p resenters and  linking 

c hild ren to loc a l c lubs for rec ruitment. In July I presented  to the ASC NSW Conferenc e on c ric ket c lub 

struc tures and  p rac tic a l mod ified  games used  to engage students. Sta ff were p rovided  with a  list of 

c lubs in their region for the purpose of estab lishing links and  sourc ing p rogram presenters. Cric ket NSW 

was a lso involved  in a  600 Primary Sc hool student ga la  day held  in Newc astle  in Sep tember and  will be 

p romoting c lub  reg istra tion deta ils with AASC during the p re-season period  to assist c lubs. 

Austra lian Sports Commission p rograms p rovide another avenue for c lubs to ac c ess junior p layers and 

it is hoped  tha t c lose links c an be estab lished  between c ric ket c lubs and  loc a l AASC in the seasons 

ahead .  

Country Cric ket NSW - Club Assist Pac k 

 
The Club  Assist Pac k is designed  to p rovide c lub  and  assoc ia tion administra tors with a  one-stop  

referenc e on top ic s suc h as tips on running a  c lub , sc hool rec ruitment p rograms, p layer and  

administra tion pa thways, Milo in2CRICKET and  Female c ric ket p rograms, c ensus c ollec tion, c oac h 

educ a tion, the Cric ket Manager’s role and  Cric ket NSW & NSW Country Representa tive p rograms and  

key-c ontac ts to name a  few. The pac k c an be downloaded by going to the NSW Country website 

www.c c nsw.nsw.c ric ket.c om.au, and  selec ting the “ Lib ra ry”  menu op tion.  
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Retention Summary 

A g lanc e of partic ipa tion levels (refer c ensus da ta ) suggests tha t retention c an be improved  ac ross 

the region in both junior and  senior c ric ket. Some of the key-questions to be c onsidered  inc lude:-  

1) Are the c ompetition formats appropria te for eac h age? 

2) Is the produc t exc iting, inc lusive and  fun?   

3) Has the c lub  p romoted  itself as a  well-managed organisa tion tha t welc omes new rec ruits? 

4) Is there a  c lear pa thway from junior to senior c ric ket?  

5) Did  the p layers get the c ric ket experienc e they expec ted  during the season?  

 

 

COMMUNITY CRICKET – Schools 

 
Milo in2CRICKET Cup Super 8’s Gala  Days 

 

Onc e aga in Milo in2CRICKET Cup Super 8’s Cric ket Ga la  

Days were strongly supported  by Primary and  Sec ondary 

Sc hools ac ross the region p roving very popula r with 

students and  teac hers a like.  

The mod ified  c ric ket c ompetitions a re c onduc ted  during 

4th and  1st Term of sc hool and  fea ture eight-a -side boys 

and  g irls teams p laying five games during the day using 

mod ified  rules, boundaries and  equipment. Super 8’s 

c ric ket p rovides a  forma t with p lenty of ac tion and  

involvement for p layers of a ll ab ilities. Games last for approx. 50 

minutes and  reduc ed  boundaries ensure p lenty of sixers a re hit.  

The result is not important and  everyone gets to  ba t, bowl and  

fie ld . High Sc hool students and  c lub  volunteers assist with sc oring 

and  ump iring duties on the day. The ma jority of ga la  days ta rget 

year 5-6 students 

a lthough some 

events c a ter for 

year 3-4 students. Thanks a re extended  to  c lubs who 

were involved  in hosting events a t their ‘ home’  grounds 

and  to the volunteers involved . Ac ross the reg ion 88 

Boys teams and  62 Girls teams entered  Milo in2CRICKET 

events involving more than 1500 students.  
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Extended Skills Program 

 

Two Extended  Skills Programs (ESP’s) were p iloted  in the 

reg ion during 2009/ 10, both involving Centra l Coast 

sc hools. Students from Berkeley Va le and  Kanwa l Pub lic  

Sc hools enjoyed  the five week 1-hour session p rogram 

with many taking up the offer to rec eive a  c ric ket ba t 

for the $25 p rogram fee.  

The p rogram was well rec eived  by the sc hools and  will 

be offered  to more sc hools ac ross the reg ion during the 

c oming season.  

 

School Ambassador Program 

 
The MILO in2CRICKET Sc hool Ambassador p rogram 

a ims to identify and  rec ognise a  teac her in eac h 

Austra lian sc hool who is c ommitted  to ensuring 

their students have every opportunity to get 

involved  in c ric ket. The Sc hool Ambassador c an be a  p rinc ipa l, sports c oord ina tor, c lassroom teac her, 

parent or grandparent.  The Sc hool Ambassador ac ts as a  c ric ket ‘ c ontac t’  a t the sc hool for booking 

sc hool visits, p romoting c ric ket ac tivities, invites to Milo in2CRICKET Ga la  Days and  p rofessiona l 

development sessions.  A la rge number of Newc astle and  Centra l Coast teac hers took the opportunity 

to reg ister on-line for the Sc hool Ambassador Program whic h p rovides ambassadors with a  MILO 

in2CRICKET Sc hool Ambassador shirt, c ap  and  whistle, d rawstring bag and  S©Cool Cric ket resourc e 

(inc lud ing 1GB USB stic k c onta ining lesson p lans).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hunter Region won the CHS Girls Cric ket Carniva l in Marc h
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COMMUNITY CRICKET – Education & Tra ining 

 
Introduc tion to Cric ket 

 
The Introduc tion to Cric ket c ourse is designed  for volunteers, parents and  those who a re beginning life 

as c oac hes. The free on-line p rogram is the perfec t p lac e to get to grips with the basic s of c oac hing, 

so volunteers c an help  their c hild , sc hool or c lub  team. The interac tive lessons teac h key c oac hing 

tec hniques and  p rinc ip les and  c an be g iven a  surviva l guide tha t is essentia l for MILO in2CRICKET 

c oord ina tors, junior team c oac hes, sc hool teac hers or volunteers managing junior c ric ket teams. After 

c ompleting the c ourse whic h takes approx. 2 hours, c and ida tes a re ab le to  p rint their own c ertific a te 

whic h bec omes a  p re-requisite to a ttend ing a  Level One (Development) Course. 

In 2009/ 10 Centra l Coast Junior CA p iloted  100% c omplianc e for c lub  c oac hes who d id  not have any 

c urrent ac c redita tion while the c ourse was highly rec ommended to Newc astle c lubs. During 2009/ 10, 

373 Newc astle c oac hes c ompleted  the c ourse on-line, however this number inc ludes 129 Teac her 

Educ a tion PE Ma jors who c ompleted  the c ourse through Tertia ry Institutions. 

If the c ric ket c ommunity is serious about growing the game and  ac hieving ‘best p rac tise’  with p layers 

and  volunteer c oac hes, c ompleting the on-line c ourse should  be mandated  by assoc ia tions as the first 

step  to c oac hing a  junior c lub  c ric ket team moving forward .   

 
Level One (Development) Course 

 

Level One (Development) Coac hing Courses a re c onduc ted  by Regiona l Direc tors of Coac hing and  

c ontinue to be popula r. The 1-day p rac tic a l format follows on from the Introduc tion to Cric ket Course 

and  b roadens c oac hes knowledge of tec hnic a l skills of the game and  understand  effec tive ways to  

c onduc t p rac tic e session. Coac hes a re often subsid ised  for c ourse c osts by their c lub or assoc ia tion. 

Three (3) c ourses were sc heduled  for Newc astle with 34 c and ida tes a ttend ing. Coac hes c an c hec k 

c ourse da tes and  reg ister to a ttend  by going to www.c ric ketnsw.c om.au, educ a tion & tra ining, 

c oac hing c ourses. Newc astle c andida tes should  c omplete the Regiona l NSW Booking Form. 

 
Coach Education Seminars 

 
Two Seminars were organised  towards the end  of the season for Newc astle and  Centra l Coast 

c oac hes. In Newc astle, Cric ket NSW Coac h Educ a tor David  Pa tterson was joined  by former NZ 

opening ba tsman Bruc e Edgar to p resent ‘Season in Review’  whic h followed a  p rac tic a l session with 

selec ted  junior p layers. At Kariong, c oac hes heard  from Geoff Lawson and  Bruc e Edgar as they 

p resented  ‘The First Hour’  whic h aga in followed a  session with selec ted  Centra l Coast junior p layers. 

Numbers a ttend ing both seminars were below expec tations despite being very informa tive, interac tive 

and  free to a ttend . 
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COMMUNITY CRICKET -  Sundries 
 
Fac ilities 

 
While repa irs to existing fac ilities a re undertaken as required , it’ s ra re for c ric ket to ac quire new 

grounds or fac ilities however tha t is the c ase a t the rap id ly expand ing suburb  of Warnerva le where 

Wyong Shire Counc il have la id  a  turf p itc h between 

two rugby fie lds, built an amenities b loc k with c hange-

rooms and  erec ted  a  new set of synthetic  c ric ket nets.  

The example above is in sta rk c ontrast to Newc astle  

where grounds appear to be d iminishing and  a  

c ollabora tive approac h is required  by a ll stakeholders 

to p resent a  united  voic e to Loc a l Government 

Authorities to ensure the qua lity and  expansion of 

fac ilities for c ric ket.  

Pic ture: Cric ket NSW CEO David  Gilbert was suitab ly imp ressed  with the development when he toured  the site w ith Warnerva le  

Wildc a ts Club  o ffic ia ls. 

 
Twilight Super 8’s & Girls Twenty/ 20 

 
Mod ified  formats a re being used  more and  more 

by junior and  senior assoc ia tions to meet 

c ommunity expec ta tions. Two c ompetitions I wish 

to c ommend a re the Centra l Coast U9 Super 8’s 

twilight c ompetition (p ic tured  right) c onduc ted  a t 

four c oast loc a tions on Thursday evenings and  the 

new Newc astle U13 g irls Twenty/ 20 c ompetition 

p layed  on Friday evenings using a  p ink c ric ket ba ll. 

The parent support a t both c ompetitions was outstand ing, the p layers had  a  grea t time and , a t the 

Kanwa l Super 8’s ‘hub ’  and  the Newc astle Twenty/ 20, BBQ and  d rinks were ava ilab le for spec ta tors. 

Congra tula tions to a ll involved .    

 
MyCric ket Competition Management System 

 
MyCric ket c ompetition management system was rolled  out ac ross the na tion in 2009/ 10. 

The system provides grea t interest for assoc ia tion members through its c ompetition 

sta tistic a l op tions and  will hopefully p rovide ac c ura te partic ipa tion da ta  in c oming years. 

As with any c omputer pac kage, the ac c ura te input of da ta  is key to the information being 

useful and  a  time-saver for volunteers.  
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.  

NATIONAL PARTICIPATION STRATEGY & ANNUAL CENSUS 
 
 
CA National Partic ipation Strategy 

 
National Vision 

Austra lian c ric ket’ s Na tiona l Game Development Conferenc e was held  in July 2008 and  a ttended  by 

Cric ket Managers from a ll Sta tes and  Territories with a  view to ac hieving the following ob jec tives:- 

1. Ac hieve c ollec tive ownership  to reac h 750,000 partic ipants by June 2013. 

2. Co-ord ina te the time, effort and  energy of Game Development sta ff ac ross Austra lian Cric ket 

to a lign with p riorities of the Nationa l Partic ipa tion Stra tegy. 

3. Develop  a  deeper understand ing of the business of Austra lian Cric ket. 

4. Provide a  world  c lass opportunity for p rofessiona l development of sta ff. 

5. Promote, develop  and  integra te the game of c ric ket for a ll ab ilities, multic ultura l groups and  

fema les. 

6. Highlight, share and  adop t best p rac tic es in Game Development ac ross Austra lian Cric ket. 

 

The six key a reas of the Nationa l Partic ipa tion Stra tegy a re:- 

1. in2CRICKET 

2. Coac hes, Umpires and Volunteers 

3. ‘Cric Eds’ – c ric ket in sc hools 

4. Lifestyle Cric ket – beac h, street, twilight 

5. CALD c ommunities – Cultura lly & Linguistic a lly Diverse 

6. Fac ilities 

The Nationa l Partic ipa tion Stra tegy and  its support initia tives p rovide a c lear d irec tion for Cric ket 

Manager work-p lans in future with p rojec ts imp lemented  with respec t to the six key a reas above. 

 

Annual Census 

 
A c ensus of a ll c ric ket partic ipa tion is c onduc ted  throughout the na tion eac h season. It takes in c ric ket 

p layed  a t c lub  level, in sc hools and  a t other levels, forma lly and  informa lly, trad itiona l and  non-

trad itiona l and  p rovides a  b reakdown of fema le, ind igenous and  other c ultura lly d iverse groups 

involved  in our game. The c ensus is an important referenc e tool by whic h trends c an be ana lysed  and 

therefore needs to be ac c ura te and  timely. From this, assoc ia tions themselves c an make informed  

dec isions on c ompetition forma ts, fac ilities and  other aspec ts of c ric ket in their reg ion in add ition to 

using the information in representa tions to LGA’s. 
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CRICKET PROMOTIONS 

 
Back to the Bush Promotion  

 
NSW Country Cric ket’ s ‘Bac k to the Bush’  p romotion in Sep tember fea tured  RTA SpeedBlitz Blues fast 

bowler Burt Coc kley in a  sc hool visit to Ba teau Bay Pub lic  Sc hool on the Centra l Coast. Burt assisted  

with the running of p rac tic a l skills c linic s before signing autographs and  passing tips on to budd ing 

young fast bowlers in the sc hool nets. All students rec eived  Cric ket NSW promotiona l show-bags. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheffield Shield Match – On Ground Enterta inment 

 
The Sheffie ld  Shield  matc h in Dec ember between the NSW Blues and  Vic  Bushrangers a t Newc astle’ s 

No.1 Sports Ground  p rovided  the bac kdrop  for Newc astle and  Centra l Coast junior c lubs to nomina te 

teams to be involved  in On Ground  Enterta inment during the lunc heon interva l. Cric ket NSW thanks 

partic ipa ting c lubs for their support tha t involved  more than 400 boys and  g irls from in2CRICKET Centres 

and  Junior Club  teams from Newc astle and  the Centra l Coast.  
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REPRESENTATIVE CRICKET 
 
Talented Player Programs 

 
Ma le and  Female Coac hing ac tivities ac ross the reg ion c ontinue to fill the c a lendar during 2009/ 10 

and  I wish to ac knowledge the efforts of Regiona l Direc tors of Coac hing Mark Curry (Newc astle) and  

Glenn Rowlands (Centra l Coast) for their outstand ing c ontribution to c oac hing p rograms and  c oac h 

educ a tion in the region. I was p leased  to be involved  a long with a  number of c ric ket and  spec ia list 

c oac hes in the delivery of reg iona l Ma le and  Female p rograms and  my thanks a re extended  to the 

c oac hes for their assistanc e. A summary of ta lented  a thlete p rograms c onduc ted  inc luded :-  

 Newc astle Emerg ing Blues Program (Ma le) 

 Centra l Coast Cric ket Centre of Exc ellenc e Program (Ma le) 

 Newc astle DCA-Hunter Ac ademy Youth Program (Ma le) 

 Newc astle-Centra l Coast Emerg ing Breakers Female TAP (Female) 

 Hunter Ac ademy of Sport Girls Cric ket Development Squad (Female) 

 
Women’s Country Championship 

 
The Women’s Country Championship  was p layed  in wet c ond itions over the Oc tober long weekend in 

Newc astle. The 16-team c hampionship was sp lit into Under 15 and  Under 19 age d ivisions with seven 

Country teams and  the ACT c ompeting in a  mix of Twenty/ 20 and  1-day games. Centra l Coast g irls 

easily ac c ounted  for Western in the Under 15 d ivision Fina l while Western defea ted  ACT in the Under 19 

Fina l. Girls were selec ted  from the c hampionships to p lay for Country in games aga inst City in U15 and  

U17 Age Divisions with Centra l Coast Girls Alyssa  Ka le & Lily Bardsley (U15’s) and  Ashley James & Kayla  

Wright (U17’s) ga ining NSW selec tion.  

 
Under 17 City Vs Country (Female) 

 
Centra l Coast Cric ket Assoc ia tion hosted  the 

Female U17 City Vs Country weekend a t CCCA 

Headquarters a t Kariong. For the rec ord , City 

won the Trish Langsford  Trophy by winning the 

two games and  Centra l Coast g irls Ashley 

James and  Kayla  Wright ga ined  selec tion in 

the NSW U17 team to tour Queensland  in 

January. It is appropria te a t this point to 

ac knowledge the tireless work of CCCA Administra tor Aidan Cudd ington who d id  an outstand ing job 

of hosting the weekend and  c oord ina ting matc h-day ac tivities.   
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Under 14 Kookaburra Cup 

 
North Coast defea ted  defend ing c hampions Centra l 

Coast in the Fina l of the Kookaburra  Cup hosted  by 

Southern Highlands. Centra l Coast ma inta ined  their 

outstand ing rec ord  in this c a rniva l only to be knoc ked  

over in the Fina l by North Coast. Newc astle on the 

other hand  fa iled  to win a  game, c ontinuing a  trend  of 

rec ent years tha t needs to be reviewed partic ula rly as 

both reg ions c ompete in the strong NSW DCA Harold  

Moore Shield  Competition. 

 
Under 16 Bradman Cup 

 
Illawarra  hosted  the ra in-a ffec ted  Bradman Cup 

Carniva l p layed  in January whic h saw North Coast 

Zone emerge vic torious. Bowlers were on top  of the 

ba tsmen throughout the c arniva l as the Centra l Coast 

(2 wins, 1 loss) and  defending c hampions Newc astle (1 

win, 2 losses) finished  out of the Fina l whic h was won by 

North Coast Zone. From the c arniva l, p layers were 

selec ted  to a ttend  the U17 Country Camp in April. 

 
Under 17 Northern Carnival (Male) 

 
The Under 17 Country Carniva ls were onc e aga in sp lit 

into two pools of four Zones with the Northern 

Carniva l hosted  by Newc astle DCA and  p layed  a t 

Newc astle’ s No.1 & No.2 Sports Grounds. While 

p layers rec eive opportunities to represent their zone 

and  a ttend  ta lented  p layer c amps lead ing up  to  the 

U17 c arniva l, strong performanc es over the three 

days will be rewarded  by sta te selec tors with Country 

selec tion. Both Centra l Coast and  Newc astle finished  

with a  win a  p iec e as heavy ra in c urta iled  p lay on the fina l day and  games were dec ided  by 

Duc kworth-Lewis method . North Coast won the c arniva l rema ining undefea ted  over the three days. 

Players were selec ted  for Country North to p lay aga inst South a t Bowra l, with a  team selec ted  to p lay 

aga inst City from whic h the NSW Under 17’s were c hosen to c ompete in the Nationa l Championships. 
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NSW Country Colts Carnival 

 
The U21 NSW Country Colts Carniva l was held  in Maitland  with Newc astle winning the c arniva l. From 

this c a rniva l a  NSW Country Colts team was selec ted  to p lay in a  series of ma tc hes aga inst the High 

Performanc e Youth XI a t Blac ktown in February whic h inc luded  Newc astle p layers Ray Cooper, Kurt 

Neely, Mic hael Radnidge and  Jono Laveric k. 

 
VB Country Championship 

 
Centra l Coast hosted  an outstand ing VB Country Championship  for senior Zone teams for the 2nd year 

with Newc astle suc c essfully defending their title in the Fina l aga inst Illawarra . Newc astle  

representa tives selec ted  for the NSW Country team to partic ipa te in the Austra lian Country Cric ket 

Championships in Albury-Wodonga during January inc luded  Andrew Maher, Simon Moore, Darren 

Whittingham and  Coac h Mark Curry. Congra tula tions to Andrew Maher on being selec ted  to p lay for 

the Austra lian Country XI aga inst the ACA Masters team with Mark Curry named as Coac h.  

 

National Honours 

 
Spec ia l mention to two of the region’s elite c ric keters in Sarah Andrews and  Leah 

Poulton who were integra l members of the NSW Breakers tha t won the Women’s 

Na tiona l Cric ket League Competition for the 12th time in 14 seasons, the past 5-

in-a -row. Both have made huge sac rific es to reac h the highest level of women’s 

c ric ket. Sarah, an Austra lian representa tive, rec ently announc ed  her retirement 

from the game a fter p laying 3 Tests, 39 ODI’s and  16 Twenty/ 20 Interna tiona ls 

and  10 seasons for NSW while Leah c ontinues to p lay a  vita l role for the 

na tiona l team rec ently opening the ba tting for the Southern Sta rs 

in their Twenty/ 20 World  Cup Fina l vic tory over New 

Zea land  in the West Ind ies. 
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APPRECIATION & LOOKING AHEAD 
 
Apprec iation 

 
There a re many peop le I wish to thank for their support during the 2009/ 10 season. These inc lude 

volunteers in c lubs who ‘make it happen’  eac h week a t both junior and  senior c lub  level through to  

assoc ia tion exec utives and  reg iona l administra tors without whom we would  quite simp ly not have a  

game - thank you for your c ontribution.  

Thank you a lso to  the c lubs, assoc ia tions and  sc hools tha t supported  Cric ket NSW initia tives during the 

year inc lud ing rec ruitment and  retention ac tivities, c oac h educ a tion c ourses, in2CRICKET In-Servic e 

seminars, fundra ising opportunities, ga la  days, Ford -CNSW Volunteer Loya lty Sc heme, Cric ket NSW 

ra ffle and  On Ground  Enterta inment opportunities a t First Class Fixtures. I look forward  to c a tc hing up  

and  working with you a ll aga in in 2010/ 11. 

 
 
Looking Ahead 2010/ 11 

 

Last season was the first of a  4-season reg iona l p lan to ac hieve Nationa l and  Sta te goa ls of growing  

partic ipa tion and  leading Austra lia ’ s Favourite Sport.  A b rief overview of the p lan rela ting to c lub 

c ric ket for the 2010/ 11 season is provided  below… 

 

Season Foc us /  Ac tion 

2009-10… Rec ruit pa rtic ipants & p romote in2CRICKET centres 

Engage Clubs in ‘ the c lub is the hub ’  theme 

2010-11… Continue to grow in2CRICKET pa rtic ipa tion & centres 

Enc ourage Assoc ia tions to review their ‘p roduc t’  (c ompetitions). Are they 
meeting c ustomer expec ta tions? 

Support & p romote new ‘p ilot’  c ompetitions 

Continue to seek c lub  buy-in ‘ the c lub is the hub ’  

Club support for Cricket NSW initia tives 

Promote strong links between in2CRICKET- Junior Club -Senior Club  

100% c ompliance for Introduc tion to Cric ket Coac hing Course 

2011-12… Measure assoc ia tion retention 

Rec ognise ‘best p rac tise’  in c lubs 

Promote c lubs supporting  Cric ket NSW initia tives – ra te /  reward  

2012-13… Measure p layer retention in2CRICKET – Juniors – Seniors 

Link high retention to well-organised c lubs and  p romote 
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Looking Ahead 2010/ 11 (cont.) 

 

Assoc ia tions tha t ‘da re’  to be d ifferent will c ome out winning the rec ruitment and  retention ‘ trophy’ . 

There is evidenc e a round  the sta te to support this with a  10% inc rease in partic ipa tion ac ross NSW in 

2009/ 10 trac ed  to junior and  senior assoc ia tions tha t have embrac ed  some of the more non-trad itiona l 

formats suc h as Quarters Cric ket, Super 8’s, Beac h Cric ket and  Twenty/ 20 over the more trad itiona l 

forms of the game.  

Short, highly ac tive formats of c ric ket tic k a  number of boxes with p layers and  parents a like. A shorter 

time c ommitment a lso a llows grea ter use of grounds to ac c ommodate more p layers. The next 

genera tion of c ric keters a re growing up  liking the high impac t tha t Twenty/ 20 p rovides and  is a  ma jor 

fac tor d riving this growth. 

 

Onc e aga in I’m looking forward  to working with c lub  and  assoc ia tion administra tors in the c oming 

Ashes Summer to ac hieve the best possib le outc ome for Newc astle Cric ket stakeholders in lead ing 

Austra lia ’ s Favourite Sport. 

 

 
Prepared  by: Neil Mc Dona ld  

Regiona l Cric ket Manager, Newc astle-Centra l Coast 
(e) neil.mc dona ld@c ric ketnsw.c om.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
c .c . John Sullivan – Executive Offic er, Country Cricket NSW 
 Paul Marjoribanks – (Newcastle) NSW Country Committee of Management 

Royce Mc Cormac k – Administra tor, Newc astle Cricket Zone 
 Newc astle Assoc ia tion & Club  Administra tors 
 CNSW Regiona l Direc tor of Coac hing - Newc astle 


